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SUBJECT: GEN. GETACHEW'S WARNING AGAINST SUPPORTERS OF 
INSURGENTS 

REF: ASMARA 0885 (DTG 170620Z OCT 75) 

1. ON OCT. 15 ERITREAN MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR. BG GETACHEW 
NADEW, DELIVERED SPEECH OVER RADIO ASMARA WARNING THOSE 
SUPPORTING THE ERITREAN INSURGENTS OF DIRE CONSEQUENCES IF THEY 
DO NOT DESIST. 

2. THE TEXT OF THE SPEECH, IN AN UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION, FOLLOWS: 
QUOTE TO THE PEOPLE OF ERITREA AND TO ALL MILITARY PERSONNEL 
WHO ARE IN THIS PROVINCE. 

FOR A LONG TIME AN OPPOSITION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY TRAITORS 
AND COMMON ENEMIES TO DIVIDE ETHIOPIA’S INTEGRITY. THIS 
DIVISION, WEAKENING THE COUNTRY, DESTROYING WEALTH, AND SHEDDING 
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THESE BANDITS, WHO LOOK LIKE INNOCENT CITIZENS, ARE 
SUPPORTERS AND SOLDIERS OF OUR COMMON ENEMIES WHO ARE ENGAGED 
IN DESTROYING THE PEACEFUL LIFE OF THEIR OWN COUNTRYMEN. THE 
CONFLICT IS BECOMING BITTER AND WORSENING. 

THE PROVINCE OF ERITREA CONTAINS AN OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF 
ETHIOPIA. BECAUSE OF OUR COMMON LAND THE PROBLEM DOES NOT ONLY 
INVOLVE A FEW PEOPLE; IT IS A NATIONAL OBLIGATION FOR ALL OF US. 

LET US FORGET THE SAD SITUATION OF FOURTEEN YEARS AGO. 

ESPECIALLY FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CHANGE, TWO BROTHERS 
KILLING EACH OTHER WILL ONLY PLEASE OUR COMMON ENEMIES. 

IN GENERAL WE SHOULD ALL BE FARSIGHTED, AND IN PARTICULAR 
THE PEOPLE OF THE ERITREAN PROVINCE SHOULD REFRAIN FROM DESTROYING 
THEMSELVES AND THE COUNTRY. IN ADDITION TO THE GOVERNMENT'S 
EFFORTS FOR PEACE, IT MUST BE SOUGHT BY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS. 

YOU MUST KNOW THAT WITHOUT YOUR COOPERATION BANDITS WILL 
NOT BE ABLE TO COMMIT TERRORIST ACTS. PEOPLE ARE BEING GIVEN 
AMPLE TIME TO ADVISE OUTLAWS WHERE EVER THEY ARE. IT IS 
OBVIOUS THAT BANDITS CANNOT KILL INNOCENT PEOPLE IN TOWN 
WITHOUT SOMEONE'S COOPERATION. EVERY NOW AND THEN THE PEOPLE 
ARE WARNED TO COOPERATE WITH THE SECURITY FORCES. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE ERITREAN PROVINCE HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
TO LOOK AFTER THEIR SAFETY. WE HAVE NOT FAILED TO COOPERATE 
WITH ELDERS AND ZONE CHIEFS FOR THE SAFETY AND PEACE OF THE 
PEOPLE. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS, FOLLOWING THEIR OWN TIMETABLE 
AND AIDED BY OTHERS WHO APPEAR INNOCENT AND PEACEFUL, AND 
GIVE THEIR FULL SUPPORT TO THE COMMISSION OF CRIMES, THE BANDITS 
HAVE CAUSED THE DEATH OF MANY INNOCENT PEOPLE. 

THE BANDITS, WHO ARE PRESENTLY ENGAGED IN COMMITTING 
CRIMES, SPREADING FALSE PROPAGANDA, AND CONFUSING THE THOUGHT 
OF THE LONG-OPPRESSED PEOPLE AND WEAKENING THE PROCESS OF 
HISTORICAL REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE, ARE GETTING HELP FROM OUR 
COMMON FOREIGN ENEMIES AND FROM THOSE INSIDE WHO ARE 
CONTRIBUTING MONEY. BUT THE PEOPLE ARE WELL AWARE OF THIS. 

WHILE THE NEW ETHIOPIAN SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT IS WORKING 
HARD TO LIBERATE ITS OPPRESSED PEOPLE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE FEUDAL SYSTEM, THE ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE ARE OPPOSING 
THE HISTORICAL TRANSFER OF LAND TO THE FARMER AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF HOUSES TO THE POOR BY SPREADING DEMANDS FOR THE RETURN OF 
ALL PROPERTIES TO THE NOBLES AND MIDDLE CLASSES. YOU CANNOT 
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SIT IDLE AND SEE THE DESTRUCTION OF LIVES AND PROPERTY. USING 
THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE ERITREAN PROVINCE, THEY ARE 
CONTINUING TO DEPRIVE THE PEOPLE OF THEIR DAILY BREAD, TO 
TERRORIZE THEM BY THE SOUND OF BULLETS, AND TO DESTROY 
THEIR CROPS BY FIRE. 

THEREFORE, FOR THE ERITREAN CAUSE, ON THE PART OF MANY 
PEOPLE, THE GOVERNMENT AND THE ARMED FORCES HAVE SHOWN 
PATIENCE AND MORE PATIENCE. BUT TOO MUCH PATIENCE SHOWS WEAKNESS 
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AND IS AN INSULT TO THE COUNTRY. NO ETHIOPIAN WOULD BE 
ABLE TO CARRY THE BURDEN OF SHAME. 

EVEN THE PEOPLE OF THE ERITREAN PROVINCE HAVE THEIR SHARE 
OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR SECURITY; BECAUSE THE PROVINCE IS UNDER 
MARTIAL LAW THE DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS AND TOP MILITARY 
LEADERS, BY THE POWER INVESTED IN THEM ACCORDING TO MARTIAL 
LAW, ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TAKING NECESSARY ACTION FOR THE 
SAFETY AND PEACE OF THE PEOPLE. WE REMIND THE PEOPLE AGAIN 
AND AGAIN TO COOPERATE WITH THE MILITARY FORCES FOR THEIR 
OWN SAFETY. 

ETHIOPIA FIRST PROSPERITY TO THE ETHIOPIAN SOCIALISTS UNQUOTE 

3. LOCAL SOURCES HAVE INDICATED TO CONSUL GENERAL THAT THE 
TEXT OF THE SPEECH WAS FORCED ON GEN. GETACHEW BY THE MORE 
MILITANT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY FORCES WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED 
IN ACTIVE REPRESSION IN ASMARA. 

SHERRY 
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